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Caldcleughl says of Eio Janeiro that it used to be
the fashion to state in invitations for the afternoon
whether the guests were to assemble before or after the
thunder-storm, which came on regularly at a certain
hour. In fact, in the tropical regions the clouds
frequently form in the forenoon, the rain falls in the
afternoon, and all the night through the sky is
cloudless.

In a recent paper on the rainfall of Clierra-piiiiji,
by Professor John Eliot, read before the Meteorological
Society, and printed in their cQuarterly Journal'
(vol. viii., p. 41), it is stated that, during the wet
season there, about twice as much rain falls by night
as by day.

In Europe the distribution of the fall has not been
studied for long or for many stations. Prague is that
which affords the longest series of hourly records, but
material also exists, and lias been discussed, for Green-
wich, Vienna, Modena, St. Petersburg, Zeclien, Berno,
and Coimbru, as well as for some other observatories.
The result shows that the law is a very complicated
one. Almost all these stations exhibit three maxima
and three minima in the twenty-four hours, and at
most of them the absolute maximum., the wettest por-
tion of the day, occurs at two or three o'clock in the
afternoon. The figures for Berne, however, form an
exception, for there the afternoon maximum entirely dis-
appears, and is replaced by one, very strongly marked,
at 10 P.M. The subject demands further study.

1 Daniell, Meteorological Essays and Observations, 1st edition, 1823,
p. 336.